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1390 Laurier Ave, Port Coquitlam, B.C. 


( Phone (604) 942-0261 ( Fax (604) 937-6874

Ms. Susan Ross, Principal

Mrs. Sharon McKay, Vice Principal


September 9, 2016

Dear Minnekhada Community,

It is my sincere pleasure to join the Minnekhada Middle School community.  There is clearly a history of pride and commitment to students in this school and I am exceptionally fortunate to be here.  Over the past week we have been concentrated solely on welcoming our students, planning an organization that best supports them and ensuring that their experience is positive, safe and exciting.   The purpose of this notice is to highlight some important start-up information and calendar dates for you.  Our website (www.sd43/school/minnekhada) is another source of current updates and we encourage you to refer to it regularly.  From here on, newsletters will be emailed home and posted to our website and not printed with the exception of some paper copies kept on our office counter.  
I’m looking forward to supporting the students, staff and families in the Minnekhada community and encourage you to introduce yourselves and contact me at the school in person, by phone, or email (suross@sd43.bc.ca) at any time. I place high value on the partnership we have with parents and the trust you place in us to take good care of your children and their learning at school.  It’s going to be a great year.
Sincerely,

Ms. Susan Ross

Principal

School Organization
Currently we are organized with 10 divisions that include grades 6 & 7 students and 6 divisions that include grades 7 & 8 students .  We are welcoming several new staff members to Minnekhada and are excited to build our team and launch our school year.  Staff works diligently to create balanced and productive classes through a process that begins in the Spring and continues throughout the first week of school as we include our new registrations and review classroom placements.  We appreciate in advance your support as we transition students in to their classes and learning environments next week.  Here is a look at our current teaching staff organization:
Grade 6/7:  Wolves, Bears & Hawks
Wolves





Bears

Ms. Sue Jackson



Mrs. Judith Hightower

Mr. Dan Wiebe




Ms. Karla Allan

Mrs. Zabeen Lahda



Mr. Randy Nishimura

Mr. Bob Brookes/Ms. Brianna Campagne
Student Services – Mrs. Brenda Kossack
Student Services – Mr. Tyler Poirier

                   Mrs. Gina Fenrick
Hawks

Mrs. Stephanie Olsen

Mrs. Tania Pettinon

Mrs. Susan Nishimura

Student Services - Mrs. Brenda Kossack

Grade 7/8:  Eagles







Explorations
Mr. Henry Thiessen



Mr. Jordan Gould – Tech Ed
Mr. Brent Spencer



Ms. Mary Otey - Art
Mr. Frank Lore




Ms. Laurie Sinclair - Library
Mr. Phil Hughes



Mr. David Erickson - Music
Mr. Bart Vanstaalduinen

Ms. Andrea Sumner



Counselling
Student Services:  Mr. Kyle Roberts

Ms. Teresa Grandinetti - Counsellor







Ms. Julianna Kyle – Counselling practicum student

Welcome to 2016-2017 at Minnekhada:  Open House Night

Please join us on Thursday, September 22nd at 5:30pm for our Open House Night.  We will gather in the gym for a welcome and introductions followed by a shape of the evening.  The school will be open until 7pm.
Band, Choir and Extracurricular Opportunities at Minnekhada

Band and Choir sign-up has been taking place for the duration of this school week.  Mrs. Stephanie Olsen will teach our Intermediate Band on Tuesday and Friday mornings at 7:45am and Mr. Bob Brookes will teach the Beginner Band on Mondays and Thursday mornings at 7:45am.  Choir, under the direction of Mrs. Olsen, will be on Wednesday mornings at 7:45am.  The classes begin next week, Monday, September 12th.  If your child missed the sign-up and is interested in joining, please encourage them to come to class next week. Instruments are not necessary for the first class.

Middle school offers an abundance of extracurricular and club opportunities for students and we love to see students trying out new experiences at school.  Regular announcements are made about team and club sign-ups and our newsletters and websites are another source of information about these opportunities.  At every juncture we encourage our students to get involved, to connect and to learn both inside and outside the classroom. 
Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar

While the district calendar is available on our school website (notes school closure days, holidays, Professional Development Days, etc.), we will endeavour to keep you up to date regarding school events and important dates through our website, newsletters and classroom communications.  Here are some upcoming dates of note to get us started:

Monday, September 12th
Students report to class with their enrolling teacher and bring supplies.  Lockers are assigned.
Beginner Band starts, 7:45am.

Tuesday, September 13th
Intermediate Band starts, 7:45am.

Wednesday, September 14th
Choir starts, 7:45am.

Thursday, September 15th – Thursday, September 22nd
HUB Cycling Program for Grade 6’s (no program Tuesday, September 20th)
Please send permission form back to school.  No charge.

Monday, September 19th
PAC Meeting, 7pm, Library
Friday, September 23rd
Professional Development Day – no school in session

Monday, September 26th
Individual School Photo Day – no forms necessary.  Proofs sent home for optional purchase.

Tuesday, September 27th – 29th

Yoga It Up!  Program for all students.  Please send back permission form and go online for payment.
Friday, September 29th
Terry Fox Run, 10:30am

School Fees and New Online Payment System School Cash Online

https://sd43.schoolcashonline.com// 
Our school district has introduced a new method of fee payment in an effort to go paperless and offer a more convenient ‘point and click’ option for parents at all district schools.  This year at Minnekhada we are transitioning to the new method.
Our school activity fees, emergency prep fee, athletic fees and field trip payments are some examples of what will be managed through School Cash Online.  An additional bonus it that permission forms and documents can be completed online as well, no more paper notices to keep track of at home and send back to school with monies.  Feedback to date from parents, teachers and clerical staff is that the system is user friendly and beneficial for everyone.  
Thank you for your patience as we work through this transition.  Please go to the website above and click on Get Started Today to create an account.  You’ll need to do this only once.  Forms of payment accepted are Visa, Mastercard, E-Cheque or E-Wallet.

Below is our current fee schedule and a place for you to start practicing with School Cash Online!

**Please note the banner information on the School Cash Online site regarding nominal service charge for online payment.  In our school’s case, .25 to the $5.00 Emergency Prep fee will appear.
School Fees
Activity Fee

$35.00

The activity fee for all middle schools in SD#43 is $35. Student Activity Fees go to cover the cost of consumables in our Explorations classes (Tech Ed., Art, Music). The fees also support school-wide activities for students such as student leadership events and presentations. In addition, the activity fee goes toward student planners and lock rentals for lockers. If there are any questions regarding fees, or if financial difficulties exist, please contact Ms. Ross at suross@sd43.bc.ca or 604-942-0261.  

Student Activity Fees are due the week of September 12th.  Please follow the Cash On Line (https://sd43.schoolcashonline.com//) instructions above to remit fees.  If you wish to pay cash, please do not send it to the classroom teacher but rather remit directly to Mrs. Rhodes, our head secretary, in the school office.
Emergency Preparation Fee

$5.00 

This fee of $5 covers the cost of emergency prep supplies for the school year. This includes water, food and first aid supplies that may be required during a large scale disaster. As many of the supplies expire, this is a yearly cost and is non-refundable. 

Total fees: $40 
Required Online Forms (Please note that some need to be printed off and sent to school.)
School Policy Form
Read the various policies and guidelines in this form and discuss them with your child as you complete it.  This form is required for each School District #43 student every school year.

Emergency Release Form
Required yearly in case of school/student emergency.  Important contact information for us.
Optional Online Forms
Medical Alert Form

Complete this online form ONLY if your child suffers from a medical condition the school should be aware of. 
Volunteer Form

Complete this online form if you think you may be volunteering at our school (e.g. school field trips or driving). This form is required each school year for all parents. 
Volunteer Driver Form

Complete this online form if you think you may be driving for a school field trip or event. This form is required each school year for all parent drivers (and must be done along with the volunteer form). 
New BC Curriculum

The 2016-2017 school year marks the full implementation of the revised K-9 curriculum in BC.  Minnekhada staff is fully engaged in learning about and developing our implementation in classrooms and you can anticipate ongoing communication about our work in this area.  For now, please check out https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/ if you’re interested in reading about the new curriculum.
Thank you, Minnekhada community, for supporting our school’s 2016-2017 opening.  We’re anticipating a learning rich and fun filled year of growth for each and every one of our students.  Don’t hesitate to be in touch with the office or your child’s teacher if you need anything.
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